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CONSTITUTION, 


IT  having  pleafed  the  Creator  of  mankind  to  naake 
of  one  blood  all  nations  of  raen^  and  having,  by  the 
diffufion  of  his  light,  manifefted,  that  however  diver- 
fified  by  colour,  fituation,  religion,  or  different  ftates 
of  fociety,  it  becomes  them  to  confult  and  promote 
each  other's  happinefs,  as  members  of  one  great  family : 
It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  thofe  who  profefs  to  maintaia 
their  own  rights,  and  efpecially  thofe  who  acknow- 
ledge the  obligations  of  Chriftianity,  to  extend,  by  the 
ufe  of  fuch  means  as  are  or  may  be  in  their  power,  the 
blefllngsof  freedom  to  the  whole  human  race ;  and  in 
a  more  particular  manner  to  fuch  of  their  fellow-crea- 
tures as  by  the  laws  and  conftitu-tion  of  the  United 
States  are  entitled  to  their  freedom,  and  who  by  fraud 
or  violence  are  or  may  be  detained  in  bondage.  And 
as,  by  the  African  flave-tradc,  a  fyftem  of  fl a ve r y:, ,  re- 
plete with  human  mifery,  is  erefled  and  carried  on,  it 
is  incumbent  on  them  to  endeavour  the  fuppreflion  o£ 
that  unrighteous  commerce  ;  to  excite  a  due  obfervance 
of  fuch  good  and  wholefome  laws  as  are  or  may  be  en- 
aded  for  the  abolition  of  flavery,  and  for  the  fupport  of 
the  rights  of  thofe  who  are  entitled  to  freedom  by  the 
laws  of  the  country  in  which  they  live  ;  and  to  afford 
fuch  relief  as  we  may  be  enabled  to  thofe  unhappy  fel- 
low-citizens, who,  like  the  fons  of  Africa,  falling  into 
the  hands  of  unmerciful  men,  may  be  carried  into 
flavery  at  Algiers  or  elfewhere^ 

From  a  convi<51:ion  of  thefe  truths,  and  the  obliga- 
tion of  thefe  principles,  and  from  a  defirc  to  difFufc 
them  wherever  the  vices  and  miferies  of  flavery  exift, 
and  in  humble  reliance  on  the  favour  and  fupport  of 
the  Father  of  mankind,  the  fubfcribers  have  formed 
themfelves  into  a  Society,  under  the  title  of  The  Pro- 
<uidence  Sockty  for  ahaUftiing  the  Slavc-'Tradgi-^For  ef- 
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feeling  thefe  purpofcs,  they  have  adopted  the  follow- 
ing rules  : 

ift.  The  Society  fliall  elect,  by  a  majority  of  votes 
to  be  taken  by  ballot,  a  Prefident,  a  Vice-Prefidenr, 
one  or  more  Counfellors,  a  Secretary,  and  a  Trea- 
furer,  who  fliall  rcfpec\ively  continue  in  ofBce  for  one 
year  from  the  time  of  their  eleflioni  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  every  year  fucceeding,  there  fhall  be  a  nev/ 
election  of  officers  in  the  fame  manner. 

2d.  The  Prefident  fliall  have  authority  to  maintain 
order  and  decorum  at  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and 
to  call  a  fpccial  meeting  at  any  time,  with  the  advice 
of  three  of  the  Standing  Committee  herein  after  named^ 

^i\.  The  Vice-Prefident,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Pre- 
lident,  fliall  have  the  fame  authority  as  the  Prefident ; 
and  in  cafe  the  Prefident  fhall  die  or  be  difplaced,  the 
Vice-Prefidcnc  fhall  officiate  until  a  new  Prefident  be 
chofcn. 

4th.  The  Secretary  fliall  keep  a  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society,  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for 
that  purpofc,  and  fliall  caufe  to  be  publifhed,  from 
time  to  time,  fuch  part  of  the  proceedings  or  refolu- 
tions  as  the  Society  may  order,  or  the  Prefident  with 
the  Standing  Committee  between"  the  meetings  of  the 
Society  may  think  proper  to  direft. 

5th.  The  Treafurer,  if  required  by  the  Society,  fhall 
give  fecurity  for  the  faithful  difcharge  of  the  trull  re- 
pofed  in  him,  and  fhall  keep  regular  accounts  of  the 
monies  received  and  paid,  obfcrving  always  to  pay  no 
money  without  an  order  figned  by  the  Prefident,  or  a  ma- 
jority  of  a  quorum  of  the  Standing  Committee,  who 
are  prohibited  from  drawing,  between  the  flated  meet- 
ings of  the  Society,  for  a  larger  fum  than  ten  pounds, 
unlcfs  efpecially  empowered  by  the  Society  at  a  pre- 
vious meeting. 

^  6th.  If  any  of  the  officers  above  named  fhall  rcflgn 
or  be  difplaced,  the  Society  fliall  fill. the  vacancy  in  the 
mode  prefcribed  by  the  firfl  article  i  and  if  the  Pre- 
fident 
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fident  and  Vice-Prefidentj  or  Secretary,  or  Treafurer, 
be  abfent  at  any  of  the  meetingSj  the  Society  may  eie£t 
one  to  officiate  fro  tempore, 

yth.  The  Society  (hall  nrieet  once  in  every  quarter, 
that  is  to  fay,  on  the  3d  fixth  day  in  the  2d,  5th,  8th 
and  nth  nnonths  in  every  year,  at  fuch  place  as  fhall 
from  tinne  to  tinne  be  agreed  upon,  in  order  to  receive 
the  reports  of  the  Standing  Comnnittee,  and  to  devife 
the  ways  and  means  of  accomplifhing  ^e  obje6ls  of 
this  inftitution. 

8th.  That  nine  members,  with  a  Prefident  or  Vice- 
Prefident,  conititutionally  affembled,  be  a  quorum  of 
the  Society  for  trahfafting  bufinefs. 

9th.  Every  member,  after  fubfcribing  thefe  rules, 
ftiali  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Treafurer  two-thirds 
of  a  dollar,  'and  at  the  commencement  of  every  quarter 
one-fixth  of  a  dollar;  and  all  donations  to  the  Society 
Ihall  be  made  through  the  Prefident,  who  Ihall  pay 
,them  to  the  Treafurer,  and  report  them  to  the  Society 
at  the  next  quarterly-meeting. 

loth.  Any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  jfball 
be  recommended  by  two-thirds  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee to  a  quarterly-meeting,  (hall  be  balloted  for, 
and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  prefcnt, 
he  fhall  be  declared  a  member.  The  Committee  of 
feven  fhall  have  authority  to  receive  fuch  members  as 
may  offer  and  fubfcribe  before  the  next  quarterly-meet- 
ing, this  rule  notwithftanding. 

nth.  Two-thirds  of  the  members  prefent  at  a  quar- 
terly-meeting fhall  have  power  to  expel  any  perfon 
whom  they  may  deem  unworthy  of  remaining  a  mem- 
ber, and  no  perfon  fhall  be  a  member  who  holds  a 
flave,  or  is  concerned  in  the  flave-trade. 

1 2th.  It  fhall  be  the  bufinefs  of  the  Counfellors  to 
explain  the  laws  and  conftitutions  of  the  States,  which 
relate  to  the  emancipation  of  flaves,  and  to  the  flave- 
trade.  And,  when  it  becomes  necefTary,  to  urge  the 
due  execution  thereof,  and  their  claims  to  freedom, 

before 
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before  fuch  perfons  or  courts  as  are  or  may  be  autho- 
rized to  decide  on  the  fame. 

13th.  A  Standing  Committee  of  fevcn  members  Ihall 
be  appointed  to  tranfafl  the  bufinefs  in  general,  four  of 
whom  are  empowered  to  afl  j  whofc  duty  it  iliall  be  to 
take  the  moll  effciflual  meafures  to  accomplifli  the  ob- 
Je(fts  of  this  inftitutlon,  agreeable  to  the  direftion  and 
at  the  expence  of  the  Society,  and  to  report  a  particu- 
lar account  of  their  proceedings  at  the  next  quarterly- 
meeting,  at  which  time  two  of  their  number  fhall  be 
rcleafcd  from  the  fervice,  in  the  order  their  names  fland 
on  the  minutes,  and  the  vacancy  filled  up  by  the  fame 
or  two  others  appointed  in  their  rOom,  and  in  like  man- 
uer  a  difmilTion  and  appointment  of  two  fhall  take 
f  lace  at  each  fucceeding  quarterly-meeting. 

14th.  The  foregoing  rules  fhall  be  in  force  without 
alteration  Hx  months,  after  which  period  they  fhall  be 
iubieifltofuch  alterations  as  two-chirds  of  the  members 
prefcnt,  at  a  quarterly-meeting,  fhall  agree  upon. 


State  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence    Planta- 
tions.    June  Sejfioriy   1774. 
An   ACT  p-ohibiting    the  importation    of  Negroes  into 
this  colony, 

WHEREAS  the  inhabitants  of  America  are 
generally  engaged  in  the  prefervation  of  their 
own  rights  and  liberties,  among  which  that  ofperfonal 
freedom  muft  be  confidered  as  the  greateft  ;  and  as 
tnofe  who  are  defirous  of  enjoying  all  the  advantages 
of  liberty  themfelves,  fhould  be  willing  to  extend  per- 
ibnal  liberty  to  others : 

'Therefore  be  it  enabled  by  this  General  AJfemhlyy  and  by 
the  authority  thereof  it  is  enaSled^  That  for  the  future  no 
Negro  or  Mulatto  flave  fhall  be  brought  into  this  co- 
lony :  And  in  cafe  any  flave  fliall  hereafter  be  brought 
in,  he  or  fhe  fhall  be  and  are  hereby  rendered  imme- 
diately free,  fo  far  as  rcfpefts  perfonal  freedom  and 

the 
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the  enjoyment  of  private  property,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  native  Indians. 

Provided  neverthekfsy  That  this  law  fliall  not  extend 
to  fervants  of  perfons  travelling  through  this  colony, 
who  are  not  inhabitants  thereof,  and  who  carry  them 
but  with. them  when  they  leave  the  fame. 

Provided  aljo^  That  nothing  in  this  aft  fhall  extend,  or 
be  deemed  to  extend,  to  any  Negro  or  Mulatto  Have 
belonging  to  any  inhabitant  of  either  of  the  Brrtifh  co- 
lonies, ifiands  or  plantations,  who  (hall  come  into 
this  colony  with  an  intention  to  fettle  or  refide  for  a 
number  of  years  therein  ;  butfuch  Negro  or  Mulatto, 
fo  brought  into  this  colony  by  fuch  perfbn  inclining 
to  fettle  or  refide  therein,  fhall  be  and  remain  in  the 
fame  fituation,  and  fubjed  in  like  manner  to  their 
mafter  or  miftrefs,  as  they  were  in  the  colony  or  plan- 
tation from  whence  they  removed. 

Provided  neverthele/Sy  That  if  any  perfon  fo  coming 
into  this  colony,  to  fettle  or  refide  as  aforefaid,  fhall  af- 
terwards remove  out  of  the  fame,  fuch  perfon  fhall  be 
obliged  to  carry  all  fuch  Negro  or  Mulatto  (laves,  as 
alfo  all  fuch  as  fhall  be  born  from  them,  out  of  the  co- 
lony with  them. 

And  to  prevent  any  (lave  or  (laves  from  being  clan- 
deftinely  brought  into  this  colony,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  free  and  liable  to  become  chargeable.  Be  it 
further  enaSied  by  the  authority  aforejaidj  That  all  per- 
fons fo  offending  fhall  be  liable  to  and  pay  a  fine  of 
one  hundred  pounds,  lawful  money,  for  each  and  every 
one  fo  brought  in,  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  the  colony,  to 
be  recovered  in  the  fame  manner  that  other  fines  and 
forfeitures  ufually  are  by  the  laws  of  this  government. 
And  alfo  all.  perfons  who  fhall  be  convifted  of  re- 
ceiving, harbouring  or  concealing,  any  fuch  Negro  or 
Mulatto  (lave  within  this  colony,  he  or  they  fo  offend- 
ing fhall  be  liable  to  the  like  penalty,  to  be  recovered 
and  applied  in  the  fame  manner.    And  fuch  Negro  or 

Mulatto 
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Mulatto  fhall  be  fent  out  of  die  colony  as   other  poof 
perfons  are  by  law. 

State  of  Rhodf.-Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions.    Otioher  Sejfion^  '^119' 

An  ACT  frohihiti'iig  (laves  being  fold  out  of  the  otatf 
aguinft  their  ccrjent. 

WHEREAS  tolerating  ftrangers  to  purchafc 
Negro  or  Mulatto  flaves  in  this  State,  and  carry 
them  off  either  by  land  or  water  againft  their  confent, 
to  perpetuate  their  flavery  in  foreign  parts,  remote  from 
their  friends  and  acauaintance,  is  a2:ainll:  the  rights  of 
human  nature,  arid  tends  greatly  to  aggravate  the  con- 
dition of  llavery,  which  this  General  Allembly  is  dif- 
pofed  rather  to  alleviate,  till  fome  favourable  occafion 
may  offer  for  its  total  abolition  :  Be  it  therefore  ena^ed 
hy  this  General  AJfemblyy  and  by  the  authority  thereof  it  is 
encMedj  That  in  cafe  any  flranger  or  foreigner,  or  any 
perfon  or  perfons  whoever,  fhall  prefume  to  purchafe, 
and  in  confequence  of  fuch  recent  title,  orofany  ot^ier 
right,  title  or  claim  whaifoever,  fhall  forcibly  or  frau- 
dulently attempt  to  carry  off,  either  by  land  or  water, 
out  of  the  bounds  and  jurifdi6lion  of  this  State,  againfl 
their  confent,  any  Negro  or  Mulatto  flave  or  flaves 
heretofore  refiding  in  this  State,  fuch  attempt  fhall 
operate  againft  the  perfon  or  perfons  making  the  fame., 
cither  by  thcmfelves  or  any  other  perfon  or  perform 
afling  under  them,  and  in  their  behalf,  to  a  total  de- 
feazance  and  forfeiture  of  all  their  right,  title  or 
claim,  to  fuch  flave  or  flaves. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaidy  That 
upon  its  being  alledged  and  proved  by  fuch  flave  or 
flaves,  or  any  other  perfon  in  his  or  their  behalf,  be- 
fore any  one  Juftice  of  the  Peace  m  this  State,  that 
fuch  an  attempt  hath  been  made  as  aforefaid,  it  fhaJl 
be  in  the  power  and  become  the  duty  of  fuch  Juftice 
forthwith  to  yive  under  his  hand  andfcal,  to  fuch  flave 

or 
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6i' flaves,  a  certificate  of  his  or  their  total  emancrpa- 
don  i  by  virtue  of  which,  fuch  flave  or  flaves  fhalS 
become  forever  thereafter  as  perfectly  liberated  from 
the  power  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  fuch  attennpt^ 
as  though  he  or  they  had  never  been  in  bondage. 

And  leil  the  faid  flaves  fliould  by  fraud,  threats  or 
durefs,  be  prevailed  upon  haftily  to  declare  their  con- 
fent  to  fuch  fale  and  exportation,  when  at  the  fame 
time,  in  truth  and  reality^  entirely  averfe  thereto.  Be 
it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforejaid.  That  nothing 
IhaJl  be  deemed  fufficient  evidence  of  fuch  their  con-* 
fent,  but  a  certificate,  figned  by  two  or  more  Jufticesj 
of  the  Peace,  in  the  town  where  fuch  flave  or  flaves  may 
refide,  to  the  following  purport,  to  wit  7 

We   the  fubfcribersi  Jultices  of  the   Peace  in  the 

town  of  - — ',  in  the  county  of ,  and  State  of 

Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  do  hereby 
certify  all  perfons  whom  it  may  concern,  that   -   -   ^ 

a  flave,  about years  of  age,  heretofore  belonging 

ity -^  and  ufual'ly  ferving  — ■ —  in  this  toWn,  hath  ap-« 

peared  before  us  at  two  feveral  times,  three  days  afun- 
der,  in  the  abfencc  of owner,  and,  tinder  no  ap- 
parent refl:raint  or  durefs,  hath  fully  at  e^ch  time  de- 
clared — — ■  cdnfent  to  be  fold  to ^,  of  the  State  o£ 

■^ — ^-^,  in  the  county  of — --^,  and  town  of  '  ->  ■  ■  1,  and 
to  be  forth v/ith  carried  to  faid  town  to  refide  with  ther 
faid  '^ — *-  in-  a  Hate  of  flavery.  Witnefs  our  hands. 
Dated  this  — -= —  day  of  ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 


Provided  always ^  That  in  cafe  any  Negro  or  Mu- 
latto flave  fliall  become  notorioufly  unfaithful  and  vii^ 
lainous,  and  the  owner  or  owners  thereof  fliall  alledge 
an^d  make  proof  of  the  fame,  at  the  General  Sefliona 
of  the  Peace,  in  the  county  where  fuch  flave  or  flaves 
refide,  and  obtain  judgment  againft  him  or  them,  ic 
ihall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  owner  or  owners  to 
export  faid  delinquent  flave  or  flaves  to  any  place  with- 
in the  jurifdii^ion  of  the  Uniced  States*    And  a  copy 
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of  the  faid  judgment,  annexed  to  the  bill  of  fale,  fliali. 
iuilify  his  or  thcrir  exportation  accordingly. 

y^;;i/  be  it  further  enaried  by  the  author  Hy  aforejaidy  That 
no  perfon,  owner  of  any  flave  or  flavcs  in  this  State^ 
fhall  fell  or  difpoleof  him  or  them  to  be  carried  out 
of  the  State,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  hereof;  and  that  if  any 
perfon  or  perfons  in  this  State  (hall  be  lawfully  con- 
vi6led  of  felling  or  difpofingof  any  fuch  flave  or  flaves, 
in  manner  as  aforcfaid,  he  or  they  fhall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  fum  luch  flave  or  flaves  fliall  be  valued  at;  the  one  half 
thereof  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  this  State,  and  the  other 
half  to  and  for  the  ufc  of  the  informer  who  fliall  pro- 
fecute  the  fame ;  to  be  tried  and  recovered  before  any 
court  of  law  in  this  State  proper  to  try  the  fame. 


State  of  Rkode-Island   and  Providence  Planta- 
tions.    February   Sejfwn,   1784. 

/!n  ACT  authorizing  the  manwnijfion  of  Negroes  y  liliilat' 
toes  and  others,  and  for  the  gradual  abolition  of ftavery, 

WHEREAS  all  men  are  entitled  to  life,  liber- 
ty and  the  purfuit  of  happinefs,  and  the  hold- 
ing mankind  in  a  (late  of  flavery,  as  private  property, 
•which  has  gradually  obtained  by  unreftrained  cuflom 
and  the  permilTion  of  the  laws,  is  repugnant  to  this 
principle,  and  fubverfive  of  the  happinefs  of  mankind, 
thf  great  end  of  all  civil  government : 

Be  it  therefore  ena^edhy  this  General  AJfembly^  and  by 
the  authority  th;reof  it  is  enabled,  That  no  perfon  or  per- 
fons, whether  Negroes,  Mulattoes  or  others,  who  fliall 
be  born  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  on  or  after  the 
firfl:  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1784,  fhall  be  deemed  or 
confidered  as  lervants  for  life,  or  flaves ;  and  that  all 
fervitude  for  life,  or  flavery  of  children^  to  be  born  as 
aforefaid,  in  confequenceof  the  condition  of  their  mo- 
thers, be  and  the  fame  is  hereby  taken  away,  extinguifti- 
ed  and  forever  aboliflied, 

-And 
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And  whereas  humanity  requires,  that  children  -de- 
clared free  as  aforefaid  remain  with  their  mothers  a 
convenient  time  from  and  after  their  birth  ;  to  enable 
-therefore  thofe  who  claim  the  fervices  of  fuch  mothers 
to  maintain  and  fupport  fuch  children  in  a  becoming 
manner,  It  is  further  enaSfed  .by  the  authority  aforejmd^ 
That  fuch  fupport  and  maintenance  be  at  the  expence  of 
the  refpeftive  towns  where  thofe  refidc  and  are  fettled,: 
Provided  however  J  That  the.refpeftive  Town-Councils 
may  bind  out  fuch  children  as  apprenticesj  or  other- 
wife  provide  for  their  fupport  and  maintenance,  at  any 
time  after  they  arrive  to  the  age  of  one  year,  and  be- 
€r»re  they  arrive  to  their  refpeftive  ages  of  twenty-one^ 
if  males,  and  eighteen,  if  females. 

And  whereas  it  is  the  earned  defire  of  this  Afiembl)^ 
that  fuch  children  be  educated  in  the  principles  of  mo- 
rality and  religion,  and  inftrufled  in  reading,  writing 
and  arithmetic :  Be  it  further  enaoied  by  the  authority 
aforejaidy  That  due  and  adequate  fatisfadion  be  made 
^s  aforefaid  for  fuch  education  and  inftru6tion.  And 
for  afcercaining  the  allowance  for  fuch  fupport,  main- 
tenance, education  and  inftruflion,  the  refpedlive 
Town-Council-s  are  hereby  required  to  adjuft  and  fet- 
tle the  accounts  in  this  behalf  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
fame  fliall  be  exhibited  to  them;  Which  fettlement; 
fo  made  ihall  be  final  j  and  the  refpetlive  towns  by 
virtue  thereof  iliall  become  liable  to  pay  the  fums  there- 
in fpccified  and  allowed. 

And  he  it  further  enaftsdhy  the  authority  aforejaidi  That 
all  perrons  held  in  fervitude  or  flavery,  who  fliall  be 
hereafter  emancipated  by  thofe  who  claim  them,  fhall 
be  fupported  as  other  paupers,  ^nd  not  at  the  fepa- 
rat^i expence  of  the  claimants,  if  they  become  charge- 
able ;  provided  thev  fliall  be  between  theagesof  twen« 
ty-one  years,  if  males,  and  eighteen  years,  if  females, 
and  forty-  years,  and  are  of  found  body  and  mindj 
-  which  fliall  be  judged  of  aad  detcrmine^d  by  the  Town- 

Councils  aforefaid, 
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BE  it  further  ena5ledy  That  every  Negro  or  Mulatto 
child,  born  after  the  firft  day  of  March,  1784, 
be  lupportedand  maintained  by  the  owner  of  the  mo- 
ther of  Inch  child  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
provided  the  owner  of  the  mother  .fliall,  during  that 
time,  hold  her  as  a  Have;  or  otherwife  upon  the  .ma- 
rumifllon  of  fuch  mother,  agreeably  to  the  faid  adV, 
the  owner  fhall  be  difcharged  from  any  further  cx- 
pences  of  fupporting  and  maintaining  fuch  child. 

And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  no  perfon  held  in  fer- 
vitude  or  flavery,  who  fhall  be  emancipated,  be  fup- 
ported  as  paupers,  provided  he  or  fhe  exceeds  the  age 
of  thirty  years  at  the  time  of  fuch  emancipation;  any 
thing  in  the  faid  a6l  contained  to  the  contrary  not- 
withflandins. 


Commonwealth   of  Massachusetts. 

In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thoufand  Seven  Hu^r 
dred  and  Eighty-eight. 

'An  ACT  to  prevent  the  flave-trade,  and  for  granting 
relief  to  the  families  of  fuch  unhappy  perfons  as  may  be 
%idnapped  or  decoyed  away  from  this  Commonwealth. 

WHEREAS  by  the  African  trade  for  flaves, 
the  lives  and  liberties  of  many  innocent  perfons 
have  been,  from  time  to  time,  facrificed  to  the  lull  of 
gain: 

And  whereas  fome  perfons,  refiding  in  this  Common- 
wealth, may  be  fo  regardlefs  of  the  rights  of  human  kind, 
as  to  be  concerned  in  that  unrighteous  commerce : 
Be  it  therefore  enabled  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives  in  General  Court  affembledy  and  by  the  authoi  ity 
of  the  fame.  That  no  citizen  of  this  Commonwealth, 
or  other  perfons  refiding  within  the  fame,,  fhall  for 
jaimfelf,    or  any  other  perfon  whatfocvcr,  cither  as 

maflcr^ 
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.mafter,   faftor,  fupercargo,  owner  or  hirer,  in  whole/ 
,cr  in  part,  ofanyvefTel,  dire<5tly  or  indireftly,  import 
,or  tranfport,  or  buy  or  fell,  or  receive  on  board  his  or 
their  veffel,  with  intent  to  caufe  to6e  imported  or  trans- 
ported, any  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  State  or  Kingdom, 
in  tnat  pai"t  of  the  world  called  Africa,  as  flaves,  or  as 
fervants  for  term  of  years;  and  that  every  citizen,  in- 
Ivabitant  or  refident  as  aforefaid,  who  Iball,  direftly  or 
indirectly,  receive  on   board   his  or  their  vefiel,  v/ith 
intent  to  imporr  or  tranfport,  or  caufe  to  be  imported 
or  tranfported,  any  of  the  faid  inhabitants  of  Africa,  con- 
trary to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  a<5l,   and 
be  thereof  lawfully  convidcd,  Ihall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
fum  of  fifty  pounds,  for  €very  perfon  by  him  or  tfjem 
fo  received   on   board,  with  intent  to  be  imported  or 
tranfported ;    and    the  fum  of  two   hundred  pounds 
for  every  veffel  fitted  out  with  irKtent  to,  and  that  afbu- 
^ally  fhail  be  employed  in,  the  importation  or  tranf- 
portation  aforefaid,  to  be  recovered  by  adtion  of  debt, 
in  any  court  within  this  Commonwealth,  proper  to  try 
the  fame  ;  the  one  moiety   thereof  to  the  ufe  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  perfon  who 
Ihall  profecute  for  and  recover  the  fame. 

And  it  is  further  ena^ed  hy  the  authority  afore/aidy  That 
all  infurance  which  Ihall  be  made  within  this  State,  on 
any  veffel  fitted  out  with  intention  as  aforefaid,  and 
having  on  board  flaves,  in  order  to  be  tranfported  from 
Africa  as  aforefaid,  or  upon  any  flaves  fo  fliipped  oa 
board  of  any  veflel  for  tranfportation,  fliall  be  void,  and 
of  no  effefl ;  and  this  a6l  may  be  given  in  evidence 
under  the  general  iffue,  in  any  fuit  or  adion  com- 
menced for  the  recovery  of  infurance  fo  made. 

And  whereas  divers  peaceable  inhabitants  of  this 
Commonwealth,  or  refidents  therein,  have  been  pri- 
^vately  carried  off  by  force,  or  decoyed  away  under  va- 
i"ious  pretences,  by  -evil-minded  perfons,  and  with  a 
probable  intention  of  being  fold  as  flaves  without  the 
&mei  and  although  fuffiQicnt  provifion  is  made  for 

public 
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public  juftice,  in  fiich  cafe,  by  the  common  law,  and 
an  aft,  cntituled,  "  an  aft  eftablifhing  the  right  to, 
and  the  form  of,  the  writ  de  bomine  replegiandoy"  yet  no 
provifion  is  made  for  bringing  aftions  for  damages  by 
the  friends  or  families  of  any  inhabitants  who  may  be 
fo  carried  off,  or  decoyed  away,  during  his  or  her  life- 
time : 

Be  it  therefore  farther  evM^ed  by  the  authority  af ore/aid, 
That  when  any  inhabitant  or  refident  of  ihis  Common- 
wealth fhall  be  fo  carried  off,  or  decoyed  away,  it  fhall 
be  lawful  for  any  friends  of  fuch  injured  inhabitant  or 
rcfidcnt,  to  bring  forward  and  profecute  to  final  judg- 
niejit  and  execution,  before  any  court  of  law  proper  to 
try  the  fame,  any  aftion  for  damages  againft  any  per- 
fon  concerned  in  decoying  or  carrying  off  fuch  inha- 
bitant or  refidcnr^  in  the  name  of  fuch  inhabitant  or  re- 
fidenr,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  and  to  the  fame  effect, 
as  if  thereunto  fully  authorized  by  letter  of  attorney 
from  fuch  inhabitant  or  refident  for  that  purpofe:  Pro^ 
^idsd  -fieverthelefSy  fuch  friend  profecuting  as  aforefaid 
fhall  firH:  give  to  the  Judge  of  Probate,  for  the  county 
wherein  fuch  injured  party  laft  dwelt,  good  and  fuffi- 
■cient  bond  with  fureties  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  fuch  Judge 
of  Probate,  conditioned  that  fuch  profecutor  fhall  pay 
the  monies  that  he  may  recover  in  damages  as  aforefaid 
to  the  faid  injured  party,  on  his  or  her  return  to  this 
Commonwealth,  if  that  fhall  happen  by  the  time  when 
fuch  execution  is  fatisfied,  and  if  not,  fhall  apply  fuch 
monies  to  the  ufc  and  maintenance  of  the  wife,  children 
or  family,  of  the  injured  party,  in  proportion,  at  fuch 
periods,  and  in  fuch  way  and  manner,  as  the  faid  Judge 
fhall  decree  beft  for  the  interefl  of  fuch  wife,  children 
or  family,  in  the  abfence  of  fuch  injured  party. 

Provided  alfOy  and  he  it  further  ena^iedy  That  in  cafe 
the  defendant  who  fhall  be  profecuted,  as  is  provided  in 
and  by  this  adt,  fhall  be  acquitted  by  the  court  before 
whom  the  faid  trial  may  be,  the  faid  court  fliall  not  only 
render  Dp  jud*;ment  for  logal  CoHs,  bui;  for  fuch  rea- 
sonable 


(   «s   ) 

Enable  damages  as  the  faid  defendant  hath  fuflained 
by  fuch  profecution  :  Provided  aljo^  That  this  acl  do  not 
extend  to  vcffels  which  have  already  failed,  their  owners, 
'  fadlors  or  commanders,  for  and  during  their  prefent 
voyage,  or  to  any  infurance  that  fliall  have  been  made 
previous  to  the  pafTing  of  the  fame. 

In  the  Uouje  of  Reprsfentativesy  March  25,.  1788. 
This  bijl  having  had  three  feveral  readings,  paffed 
to  be  cnaded. 

JAMES  WARREN,  Speaker, 

In  Senate,  March   26,   1788. 

This  bill  having  had  two  feveral  readings,  pafTed  to 
be  enafted. 

SAMUEL  ADAMS,  Prefident,: 

Approved,  JOHN  HANCOCK. 

A  true  copy  :  Atted, 

JOHN  AVERY,  jun.   Secretary. 


At  a  General  Aflembly  of  the  State  of  Conne61:icut>, 
holden  at  New-Haven,  in  fa'id  State,  on  the  fecond 
Thurfday  of  Odober,   1788. 

An  ACT  to  prevent  the  Jlave- trade, 

BE  it  enabled  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  Reprefen- 
tatives,  in  General  Court  ajfembledy  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  Jains  :t  That  no  citizen  or  inhabitant  of  this 
State  fhall,  for  himfelfor  any  other  perfon,  either  as 
mailer,  fador,  fupercargo,  owner  or  hirer,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  of  any  veiTcl,  direflly  or  indiredly,  import 
or  tranfport,  or  buy  or  fell,  or  receive  on  board  his  or 
her  veflci,  with  intent  to  caufe  to  be  imported  or  tranf- 
ported,  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  country  in  Africa, 
as  (laves,  or  fervants  for  term  of  years,  upon  penalty  of 
fifty  pounds  for  every  perfon  fo  received  on  board  as 
aforefaid,    and   of  five   hundred  pounds    for    every 
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fuch  veflrl  employed  in  the  importation  or  tranfporta-' 
tion  aforelaid,  to  be  recovered  by  a6tion,  bill,  plaint  or' 
information,  the  one  half  to  the  plaintiff,  and  the  other 
half  to  the  ufe  of  this  State.  And  all  infurancc  which 
fhall  be  made  in  this  State,  on  any  veficl  fitted  our 
to  the  intent  aforefaid,  employed  as  aforefaid,  or  on 
any  flavcs  or  fervants  (hipped  on  board  as  aforefaid, 
for  the  purpofe  aforefiid,  fhall  be  void  ;  and  this  aft 
may  be  given  in  evidence,  under  the  general  ifTue,  in 
any  fuit  commenced  for  the  recovery  of  fuch  in- 
fu  ranee. 

Be  it  further  enaSied  by  the  authority  aforefaid ^  That  if 
anv  pcrfon  fhall  kidnap,  decoy  or  forcibly  carry  off  out 
of  this  State,  any  free  Negro,  Indian  or  Mulatto,  or 
anv  pcrfon  entiJedto  freedom  atthe  age  of  twenty-fivs 
ycais,  inhabitants  or  refidents  within  this  Start,  or  fhall 
be  aiding  or  aHllling  therein,  and  be  thereof  duly  con- 
victed, he  fhall  forfeit  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  ufc 
of  this  State,  to  be  recovered  by  bill,  plaint  or  infor- 
mation, prcfented  by  any  friend  of  fuch  inhabitant  or 
rcfident,  which  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  do  ;  and  the 
court  before  whom  the  trial  fhall  be,  Ihall,  in  addition 
to  faid  penaltv,  on  conviftion,  give  to  the  profecutor, 
for  the  ufe  of  fuch  injured  inhabitant  or  his  family, 
if  any  he  have,  fuch  fum  in  damages  as  they  fhall 
judge  juft  and  reafonable,  to  be  applied  in  fuch  way 
and  manner  as  the  court  fhall  dircft  j  and  the  faid  pro- 
fecutor fhall  give  bond  with  furety  before  the  faid  court, 
for  the  due  application  of  the  fums  recovered,  before 
he  has  execution  thereof.  Provided  that  nothing  in 
this  adt  fhall  operate  to  prevent  perfons  removing  out 
of  this  State,  for  the  purpofe  of  refidence,  from  car- 
rying or  tranfporting  with  them  fuch  Negroes  or  Mu- 
lattoes  as  belong  to  them,  or  to  prevent  perfons  living 
within  this  State  from  direfting  their  fervants  out  of 
this  State,  about  their  ordinary  and  neceffary  bufinefs. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid^  That 
the  owner,  mafter  or  fador,  of  each  and  every  veffeL 

clcaring^ 
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clearing  out  for  4:he  coaft  oC  Africa,  or  fiifpedcd  by 
any  citizen  of  this  State  to  be  intended  for  the  (lave- 
trade,  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and  the  fufpicion  be- 
ing declared  to  the  Naval  Officer  by  fuch  citizen  on 
oath,  and  fuch  information  being  to  the  facisfaftion  of 
fuch  Naval  Officer,  fhall  firft  give  bond  with  fufficient 
furetics  to  the  Treafurer  of  this  State  in  one  thoufand. 
pounds,  that  none  of  the  natives  of  Africa,  or  any 
other  foreign  country,  Ihall  be  taken  on  board  faid  Ihip 
or  veffel  during  her  voyage,  with  intent  to  be  tranf-i 
ported  a,s  flaves  to  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

And  he  it  further  ena^ed  by  the  authority  af or ejaidy  That 
all  perfons  who  now  are^  or  hereafter  fhall  be,  poffeffed 
of  any  child  or  children  born  after  the  firll  day  of 
March,  1784,  and  which  by  law  Ihall  be  free  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years^  (hall  within  fix  months  from 
the  rifing  of  this  AfTcmbly,  or  within  fix  months  after 
the  birth  of  any  fuch  child,  dfeliver  or  caufe  to  be  de- 
iivered  to  the  Town-Clerk,  of  the  town  where  fuch 
poflefTor  belongs,  the  name  of  fuch  poflefTor,  as  alfo  the 
age,  name  and  fex,  of  every  fuch  child  or  children,  on 
oath,  to  the  beftof  hisorher  knowledge,  under  the  penal- 
ty of  forty  (hillings  for  each  and  every  month's  negle(5l:,» 
to  be  recovered  before  an  AfTiftant  or  Juftice  of  the 
Peace  j  the  one  half  to  the  complainant,  and  the  other 
half  to  the  ufe  of  the  poor  of  the  town  where  fuch  child 
or  children  live. 

A  true  copy  of  record :  Examined  by 

GEORGE  WYLLYS,  Secretary. 

State     of  Rhode-Island   and   Providence   Plan-* 

TATIONS, 

Jn  General  K^s-em-bly ,05loher Seffion,  A.  D.  1787. 

yf«  AC  T  to  prevent  the  Jlave-trade^  and  to  encourage  the 
abolition  of  Jlavery. 

WHEREAS  the  trade  to  Africa  for  flaves,  and 
the  tranfportation  and  felling  of  them  inio  other 
countries,  are  inconfiftent  with  juftict:,  and  the  prin- 
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clplr§  of  humanity,  as  well  as  the  laws  of  nature,  and 
that  more  enlightened  and  civilized  fenl'e  of  freedom 
which  has  of  late  prevailed.  And  whereas  tKe  General 
Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-four,  taking 
the  faid  trade  into  confideration,  agreed  and  refolved 
as  follows:  That  "  We  will  neither  import,  nor  pur- 
chafe  an^y  flaves  imported,  after  the  firfl"  day  of  Decem- 
ber nexti  after  which  time  we  will  wholly  difcontinue 
the  flave-trade ;  and  will  neither  be  concert\ed  in  it 
ourit-lves,  nor  will  we  hire  our  vefiels,  or  fell  our  com- 
motlities  or  jnanufnftures,  to  thofe  that  are." 

Nevcrthelefs,  forgetful  of  the  danger  which  then  im- 
pended, and  inattentive  to  the  principle  oT  juftice  and 
found  policy  manifefted  in  the  aforefaid  refolution,  a 
renewal  of  the  African  trade  for  flaves  has  been  entered 
into  by  divers  inhabitants  of  this  State:  For  the  pre- 
vention whereof,  Be  it  enaSied  hy  this  General  AJfemhly^ 
tind  by  theauthority  thereof  it  is  enacted,  That  no  citizen  of 
this  State,  or  other  pcrfon  refiding  within  the  fame,  flialJ, 
forhimfelfor  any  other  perfon  whatfoever,  either  as 
mailer,  faiftor  or  owner,  of  any  veflfel,  diredly  or  indi- 
refily,  import  or  tranfport,  or  buy  or  fell,  or  receive  on 
board  their  veflel,  with  intent  to  caufe  to  be  imported 
or  tranfported  from  their  native  country,  anyofthena- 
tives  or  inhabitants  of  any  State  or  Kingdom  in  that  part 
of  the  v/orld  called  Africa,  as  flaves,  or  without  their 
voluntary  confent.' 

And  he  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid^  That 
every  citizen,  inhabitant  or  refident,  as  aforefaid,  who 
fhall  import  or  tranfport,  or  caufe  to  be  imported  or 
tranfported,  anyof  the  faid  inhabitants  of  Africa,  con- 
trary to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  acfl,  and  be 
thereof  lawfully  convicled,  fliall  forfeit  the  fum  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  lawful  money,  for  every  perfon  by 
})im  or  them  fo  imported  or  tranfported  ;  and  the  fun> 
of  one  thoufand  pounds,  for  every  veflfel  by  him  or 
^iiem  employed  in  the  importation  or  tranfportation 

aforefaid  j 
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-aforefaids  to  be  recovered  by  bill,  complaint  or  infor- 
mation, before  the  Superior  Court,  or  either  of  the  In- 
ferior Courts,  within  this  State  :  The  one  moiety  there- 
of fhall  be  paid  into  the  General-Treafury  for  the  ufe  of 
this  State  J  and  the  other  moiety  to  ?nd  for  the  ufe  of 
the  perfon  or  perfons  who  ihail  profecute  for  and  reco- 
ver the  fame.  , 

Provided  neverthele/s 3  That  this  ad:  do  not  extend  to 
veffels  which  have  already  failed,  their  owners,  faftors 
,or  commanders^  for  and  during  their  prefent  voyage. 

A  true  copy  z  , 

Witnefs,  HENRY  SHERBURNE, 

Deputy-Secretary, 


